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My dear Parishioners 
and Friends, 
 
It  was strange saying Mass 
in a locked church for the 
feast of Our Lady of Grace on 
15 May. Last Monday the 
Government announced that 
places of worship might 
open ‘no earlier than 4 
July’. The Catholic bishops 
issued a statement shortly 
afterwards saying:  

The timing and the manner of 
the opening of churches 
touches profound 
sensitivities and spiritual 
needs. The Government’s 
document and statements 
fail to recognise this. 

The Government’s position, 
established today, includes 
these steps aimed at 
opening churches as soon 
as possible: the 
establishment of a task force 
for places of worship, to 
work closely with 
‘stakeholders’ in ensuring 
that premises are COVID-19 
secure; and heeding the 
experience of other 
countries in which churches 
are already open for 
worship. 
 
In dialogue with the 
Government, the Catholic 
Church will continue its 
engagement in this process 
and has already submitted a 

detailed plan, in full 
accordance with public 
health guidelines, for 
churches to be opened for 
private prayer. 
  
The Church is ready to play 
its full part in the task force, 
understanding that this 
includes the possible earlier 
use of churches for private 
prayer, as a first safe step 
towards their use for public 
worship. 
 
The bishops obviously 
want churches to open 
sooner than 4 July. They 
recognise the Government’s 
concern that churches 
should be safe places but 
say that plans are in place to 
ensure that this is the case. It 
seems this might include 
volunteers as wardens in 
churches to ensure things 
like social distancing. I would 
have thought this could well 
be left to people’s common-
sense! At any rate, it looks 
as if we are getting nearer 
to the day when we can 
rejoice to see our churches 
open again. 
 
The Government also 
announced plans for the re-
opening of schools. We 
shall no doubt hear more of 
this in the near future. Many 
details have to be cleared up 
first. Meanwhile, less 
important but still very good 

news, golf courses are open 
once more. Don’t look for me 
in the presbytery next 
Monday afternoon! 
 
Next Monday in fact marks 
an important centenary. It will 
be one hundred years 
since Karol Józef Wojtyła 
was born, elected in 1978 
as Pope John Paul II. 
 
Recently, Pope Francis 
wrote about his predecessor 
saying that many may not 
realize how much St John 
Paul II suffered in his life. He 
experienced the death of his 
mother, brother, and father 
by the age of 21, and then 
lived through World War II. 
‘The suffering that he 
experienced relying totally on 
the Lord forged him, and 
made even stronger the 
Christian faith in which he 
had been educated,’ Pope 
Francis said. 
 
‘St John Paul suffered as 
pope. He suffered a terrible 
attack in 1981, offered his 
life, shed his blood for the 
Church. He testified that 
even in the difficult trial of 
disease, shared daily with 
God made man and crucified 
for our salvation, we can 
remain happy. We can 
remain ourselves.’ 
 
Pope Francis said that he 
has looked up to St John 
Paul II throughout his life:  



‘St John Paul II was a great 
witness of faith … Many 
times, in the course of my life 
as a priest and bishop I have 
looked to him, asking in my 
prayers for the gift of being 
faithful to the Gospel as he 
witnessed to us ... St John 
Paul was  a great man of 
prayer who lived completely 
immersed in his time and 
constantly in contact with 
God, a sure guide for the 
Church in times of great 
change ... He was a great 
witness of mercy and 
throughout his pontificate he 
called us to this characteristic 
of God.’ 
 
‘Fifteen years now separate 
us from his death,’ Pope 
Francis said, pointing out that 
there are children and young 
people today who have not 
known or only have a vague 
memory of St John Paul II. 
‘For this reason, on the 
centenary of his birth, it was 
right to remember this great 
holy witness of the faith that 
God has given to his Church 
and to humanity ... Let us 
remember his faith. He is an 
example for us to live our 
witness today ... He was a 
pastor who loved people and 
the people returned it with an 
immense love.’ 
 
Those who were present in 
Heaton Park on 31 May 
1982 have vivid memories of 
the visit of Pope St John 
Paul. The papal monument in 
the park records a few of his 
words: How pleased I am to 
be here in Manchester! You 
can find this and all the talks 
he gave in England on the 
Vatican website; go to Pope 
St John Paul’s website, 
travels, 1982, Great Britain. 
 
606 parishioners and friends 
are now (virtually) in church. 
Fr Dearman and I send 
warmest greetings to you all. 
 

 Fr Allen 

CAFOD important notice 
 
CAFOD, our own Catholic 
Agency for Overseas 
Development, has launched 
its coronavirus emergency 
appeal. Coronavirus (Covid-
19) has now spread 
worldwide, with confirmed 
cases in many countries 
where CAFOD works. 
 
The effects of coronavirus 
on developing countries are 
likely to be devastating. 
Many countries have very 
weak healthcare systems 
and will not be able to cope. 
Families, possibly living with 
other diseases, will be 
particularly vulnerable to 
coronavirus.  
 
Many of the world’s most 
vulnerable people will lose 
their jobs and be unable to 
support their families. The 
poorest, most marginalised 
communities, working hard 
to transform their lives, will 
be pushed further into 
poverty.  
 
CAFOD is already working 
to get food to where it is 
needed most; to improve 
hygiene, handwashing and 
sanitation; producing radio 
messages, posters and 
leaflets in local languages 
on risks and prevention; and 
training community 
volunteers to carry out 
awareness campaigns. In 
order to continue 
protecting and improving 
the lives of those in poor 
communities, your prayers 
and gifts are needed more 
than ever.  
 
While we are not able to 
hold collections in our 
church, you can donate on-
line at 
cafod.org.uk/coronavirusapp
eal, or send a cheque 
(payable to CAFOD) to 
Romero House, 55 
Westminster Bridge Road, 
London SE1 7JB. 

Mass on the Net 
 
Next Thursday is 
Ascension Thursday. 
Since it won’t be possible to 
attend Mass physically in any 
of our churches, here is a 
reminder of where to find 
Mass and other services on 
the internet or TV:  
 
https://www.churchservice
s.tv/whats-on-now    
 
www.walsingham.org.uk  
 
EWTN from the internet and 
by satellite TV. On Sky, 588.  
 
www.lourdes-france.org 
 
Locally, Salford Cathedral, 
St Clare’s, Blackley 
Facebook page, and many 
others. 
 

Pray before clapping 
 
Next Thursday also, at 7 
pm, 21 May,  Bishop Mark 
Davies will celebrate Mass 
for Ascensiion Thursday in 
Shrewsbury Cathedral. 
Access via the Shrewsbury 
Cathedral website.  
 
Some parishioners may 
remember Bishop Davies, 
who was ordained by Bishop 
Holland in 1984 and began 
his priestly ministry here at 
Our Lady of Grace in that 
year.  
 

A Spiritual Communion 
 
My Jesus, I believe You are 
really present in the Most 
Blessed Sacrament of the 
altar. I love You above all 
else and I desire to receive 
You in my soul. As I cannot 
now receive You 
sacramentally, come into my 
heart at least spiritually.  I 
receive and embrace You as 
if You have already come. I 
unite myself wholly to You. 
Do not permit me to be ever 
separated from You.  
 
 


