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My dear Parishioners 
and Friends, 
 
I hope you are managing to 
keep safe and well, and 
coping with the restrictions 
under which we live at this 
moment. Each day brings 
sad news of further sickness 
and death, but there are also 
signs that we are over the 
worst, at least for the time 
being. 
 
In view of so many 
uncertainties, I was going to 
explore what our reaction in 
faith might be. Then I read a 
homily given a few mornings 
ago by Pope Francis during 
his daily Mass. He says 
things far better than I could 
have done. So below are 
some of those things. 
 
‘In today’s Gospel (John 
14:1-12) we hear the 
beginning of Jesus’ so-
called “Farewell Discourse”. 
They are the words He 
addresses to the disciples at 
the end of the Last Supper, 
just before facing the 
Passion. In this dramatic 
moment, Jesus began by 
saying: “Let not your 
hearts be troubled”. He 
says it also to us, in the 
dramas of life.  
 
‘But what can one do not to 
have one’s heart troubled, 
because the heart does get 
anxious? 

‘The Lord points out two 
remedies for anxiety. The 
first is: “Have faith in Me”. It 
seems to be somewhat 
theoretical, abstract advice. 
However, Jesus wishes to 
say something precise to us. 
He knows that in life the 
worst anxiety, agitation, is 
born from a feeling of not 
making it, of feeling alone 
and without points of 
reference in the face of what 
is happening.  
 
‘This anguish, in which 
difficulty is added to 
difficulty, cannot be 
overcome on one’s own. We 
are in need of Jesus’ help 
and, therefore, Jesus asks 
us to have faith in Him, 
namely, not to lean on 
ourselves but on Him, 
because freedom from 
anxiety passes through 
entrustment. To entrust  
ourselves to Jesus, to make 
the “leap.” And this is 
freedom from anxiety. 
 
‘And Jesus is risen and alive 
precisely to be always by 
our side. So we can say to 
Him: “Jesus I believe You 
are risen and are by my 
side. I believe You listen to 
me. I bring to You what is 
disturbing me, my cares: I 
have faith in You and I 
entrust myself to You.” 
 
Then there is a second 
remedy for anxiety, which 

Jesus expresses with these 
words: “In my Father’s 
house there are many 
rooms. [. . . ] I go to 
prepare a place for you”. 
See what Jesus has done 
for us: He has reserved a 
place for us in Heaven. He 
took our humanity upon 
Himself to take it beyond 
death, to a new place, in 
Heaven, so that where He is 
we can also be. It is the 
certainty that consoles us; 
there is a place reserved for 
each one. 
 
‘There is a place also for 
me. Each one of us can say: 
there is a place for me. We 
don’t live without an end, 
without a destination. We 
are awaited; we are 
precious. God is in love with 
us, we are His children. And 
He has prepared for us the 
most worthy and beautiful 
place: Paradise.  
 
‘Let’s not forget it: the 
dwelling that awaits us is 
Paradise. Here we are 
passing; we are made for 
Heaven, for eternal life, to 
live forever. “Forever” is 
something that we are not 
even able to imagine now. 
However, it’s more beautiful 
to think that this forever will 
be wholly in joy, in full 
communion with God and 
with others, without more 
tears, without resentments, 



without divisions and 
anxiety. 
 
‘However, how can Paradise 
be attained? What is the way 
there? Here is Jesus’ 
decisive phrase today: “I am 
the Way”. Jesus is the way to 
go up to Heaven; it is to have 
a living relationship with Him, 
and to imitate Him in love; it’s 
to follow His steps.  
 
‘And I, a Christian, you, a 
Christian, each one of us 
Christians can ask ourselves: 
“What way do I follow?” 
There are ways that don’t 
lead to Heaven: the ways of 
worldliness, the ways of self-
assertion, the ways of selfish 
power. And there is the way 
of Jesus, the way of humble 
love, of prayer, of meekness, 
of trust, of service to others. 
 
‘It’s not the way of my 
prominence; it’s the way of 
Jesus, protagonist of my life. 
It’s to go forward every day 
saying to Him: “Jesus, what 
do you think of this choice of 
mine? What would you do in 
this situation, with these 
persons?” It will do us good 
to ask Jesus, who is the Way, 
the pointers for Heaven. May 
Our Lady, Queen of Heaven, 
help us to follow Jesus, who 
opened Paradise for us.’ 
 
Pope Francis has a knack of 
saying deep things in simple 
words. Some of you have 
been following his daily Mass 
and have gained much 
benefit from it. Now that 
Italian churches have re-
opened, his daily Mass 
doesn’t seem to be live 
streamed any more. We are 
all looking forward to the day 
when our churches will open 
again in this country. No 
news yet! 
 
Meanwhile, let’s join in the 
prayer of the Church. The 
days between the Ascension 
(last Thursday) and 
Pentecost (next Sunday) is 

always kept as a novena of 
prayer. It’s not too late to 
join. The novena 
commemorates the nine 
days between the Ascension 
of Our Lord and the descent 
of the Holy Spirit on the first 
Pentecost Sunday. During 
this time Our Lady and the 
twelve Apostles prayed in the 
upper room for the coming of 
the Paraclete. 
 
The Holy Spirit was given to 
us when we were baptised 
and confirmed. In these days 
leading up to Pentecost, it’s 
good to remember that. The 
gifts the Holy Spirit brings are 
still with us: wisdom, 
understanding, counsel, 
fortitude, knowledge, piety, 
and the fear of the Lord. It’s 
been well said that the 
seven gifts of the Holy 
Spirit are our spiritual 
weaponry for the spiritual 
warfare of everyday life. 
These are good days to ask 
the Holy Spirit to renew those 
gifts in us. ‘Come, Holy Spirit, 
fill the hearts of your faithful, 
and kindle in us the fire of 
your love.’ 
 
Next Saturday, 30 May, is 
the anniversary of the 
consecration of Our Lady 
of Grace church. Few 
parishioners will now 
remember that day in 1956 
when Bishop George Andrew 
Beck came for the 
consecration – 64 years ago. 
If you have any memories, 
and would like to send them 
in, I will print them in the next 
newsletter. 
 
Fr Dearman and I send 
warmest greetings to you all. 
 

 Fr Allen 
 

Laudato Si 
 
Another anniversary this 
month is the fifth anniversary 
of the publication of Pope 
Francis’ Encyclical Letter 
“Laudato Si” in which he 

addressed the world with a 
sense of urgency about our 
care for our brothers and 
sisters and our common 
home in the light of the 
damage of Climate Change 
to the Environment. 
 
Bishop John Arnold has 
written about the Pope’s 
letter. You can read what he 
says, and other items on 
“Laudato Si”, on the 
diocesan website. 
 

Pray before clapping 
 
So many people tried to tune 
in to Bishop Mark Davies’ 
Mass on Thursday that the 
website crashed and many 
were disappointed. Next 
Thursday, at 7 pm, 28 
May,  Bishop Terence 
Drainey will celebrate Mass 
in St Mary’s Cathedral, 
Middlesborough. Access via 
the Middlesborough 
Cathedral website.  
 
Bishop Drainey was also a 
priest of this diocese and was 
parish priest in St 
Bernadette’s, Whitefield. 

 
CAFOD important notice 
 
CAFOD has launched its 
coronavirus emergency 
appeal. Coronavirus (Covid-
19) has now spread 
worldwide, with confirmed 
cases in many countries 
where CAFOD works. 
 
The effects of coronavirus 
on developing countries are 
likely to be devastating. Your 
prayers and gifts are needed 
more than ever.  
 
While we are not able to 
hold collections in our 
church, you can donate on-
line at 
cafod.org.uk/coronavirusapp
eal, or send a cheque 
(payable to CAFOD) to 
Romero House, 55 
Westminster Bridge Road, 
London SE1 7JB. 
 



 
 
In the month of May, in many 
parishes it is traditional to 
celebrate the Masses for First 
Communion. Clearly, due to 
the pandemic, this beautiful 
moment of faith has had to 
be postponed. Therefore I 
wish to send an affectionate 
thought to the boys and girls 
who should have received 
the Eucharist for the first 
time. Dear boys and girls, I 
invite you to live this time of 
waiting as an opportunity to 
prepare yourselves better: 
praying, reading your 
catechism to deepen your 
knowledge of Jesus, and 
growing in goodness, and in 
service to others. I wish you 
a good time of preparation. 
Pope Francis 17 May 2020 
 


