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THE MOST HOLY BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST  
14 JUNE 2020 

 
My dear Parishioners 
and Friends, 
 
Fr Dearman made his first 
Holy Communion on the 
feast of Corpus Christi. I 
won’t say how many years 
ago! As we celebrate the 
feast today, our thoughts are 
especially with our children 
who should made their first 
Communion in these days, 
and who would today be 
celebrating with a party in the 
parish hall. Rest assured, 
first communions and the 
party are only postponed. We 
look forward to being 
together again soon. 
 
Perhaps that will come 
sooner than we think. From 
tomorrow (Monday 15 
June) churches may re-
open.  
 
However, it is not simply a 
matter of opening the doors 
of every church. Each 
diocese seems to have its 
own policy. In Birmingham, 
for example, the archbishop 
has left it to the local parish 
to decide when and how it will 
open. In Lancaster, only five 
churches will open in the 
whole diocese. 
 
Here in Salford, the Bishop 
has authorised 18 or 19 
churches to open. I’m 
pleased to say that Our 
Lady of Grace is one of 
them.  

Again, it is not a simple 
matter of leaving the church 
doors open. There are strict 
national and local conditions 
to follow.  
 
One of these conditions is 
that we must have two 
volunteers on duty all the 
time the church is open. 
These volunteers will be 
there to act as welcomers 
and stewards, assisting 
those visiting by indicating 
the one-way system in 
church, the position of hand 
sanitisers, etc. They will also 
have the necessary anti-
bacterial materials to wipe 
down benches as required. 
 
Most of the benches at the 
back of the church will be 
roped off to encourage 
visitors to come nearer the 
front. This will also reduce 
the number of benches 
requiring cleaning. 
 
 
 
A one-way system will 
operate, with visitors entering 
church by the left-hand door 
and approaching the altar by 
the left side or centre aisle, 
and leaving by the right side 
aisle and door. 
 
The side door of the church 
opposite the hall will be 
closed but the welcomers will 
open it for anyone needing 
disabled access. 

The conditions for opening 
churches have only come in 
these last couple of days, so 
it will not be possible to open 
straightaway tomorrow, 
Monday. We need first to 
draw up a timetable when 
volunteer welcomers can be 
in place. These welcomers 
must be aged 18 or over. 
 
Obviously, the more 
volunteers we have, the 
longer the church can 
remain open. That is why I 
am asking now for 
volunteers. 
 
Can you give an hour or 
two on one or more days? 
If so, please send me an 
email or ring me (details 
above) as soon as you can.  
 
If possible, I should like to 
open the church later in 
this coming week. Keep an 
eye on the parish website 
for precise times. 
 
Unfortunately, the church is 
not opening yet for Mass or 
Communion services or any 
of the Sacraments or 
funerals or any public 
devotions. The instructions 
we have been given are that 
it is for private visits and 
private prayer only. Even 
so, many of you will welcome 
this. We can see it as a step 
to the churches fully opening 
in the weeks ahead. So when 
we open, do come in. 



Mothers, fathers, bring the 
children in and help them to 
speak with Our Lord present 
in the Blessed Sacrament. 
Bring especially those 
children waiting to make their 
first Communion so that they 
can speak with Jesus ‘face to 
face’. 
 
Light a candle in the Sacred 
Heart chapel. Next Friday is 
the feast of the Sacred Heart 
and the month of June has 
this special devotion. 
 
Light a candle in Our Lady’s 
chapel and ask her to protect 
you and your family and 
friends, and all of us in this 
parish dedicated to her. 
 
Continue to follow Holy Mass 
via the media. Earlier 
newsletters gave details of 
where to find live streamed 
services. You can find more 
details on the diocesan 
website too. 
 
 
 
Bishop John Arnold has 
written a Pastoral Letter for 
the diocese. This is part of it: 
 
The limitations on our 
personal freedom should not 
restrict, in any way, our lived 
practice of our Faith. On the 
contrary, we are being called 
to re-visit and develop our 
private prayer, our 
understanding that – 
wherever we are – we are 
the Church, members of the 
Body of Christ. We are 
invited to build that sense of 
“Church at home”, renewing 
the reality stated in St John’s 
Gospel “Remain in me as I 
in you” (Jn 15:7), and “He is 
with you, He is in you” (Jn 
14:17)..” 
 
During this difficult time of 
not having access to our 
churches and while we are 
unable to participate fully  in 
Mass and other liturgies we 
can be in solidarity with 

those many Catholics 
throughout the world who, 
because of persecution or 
military conflict, are unable 
to receive sacraments for 
years on end. There are 
many people, in the squalor 
of refugee camps, who have 
no access to a place of 
prayer or sacrament. But 
they are very clearly 
Catholics to be admired for 
their strength of Faith. 
 
The full Letter is on the parish 
and diocesan websites. 
Printed copies are also on 
the front step of the 
presbytery, along with copies 
of this week’s newsletter and 
next Sunday’s Mass. Those 
without access to the web 
find these copies very 
helpful. 
 
Bishop Arnold also touched 
on the events in America and 
elsewhere: 
 
The recent violence in the 
United States is a further 
reminder of our need to think 
globally and to recognise the 
dignity of every person of 
whatever colour, creed, or 
gender. We are privileged to 
be entrusted with the 
challenge which, with the 
grace and power of God, 
working in us and through 
us, we can achieve for our 
children’s future. 
 
Something there to reinforce 
the commitment we already 
have in this parish to make 
everyone welcome. 
 
 
 
Sister Joan has asked me 
once again to express her 
deep thanks for your 
continued generosity to the 
food bank she operates in 
Radcliffe. Sister calls every 
other Thursday to collect 
your offerings, which she 
says are greatly needed and 
appreciated by families and 
individuals in these days. 
 

Our MP for Bury South, Mr 
Christian Wakeford, did 
reply to letters asking him to 
lobby for a speedy re-
opening of churches, saying 
he had approached 
Government ministers on the 
issue.  
 
Disappointingly, both he and 
Mr James Daly, MP for Bury 
North, voted last Monday in 
favour of the Government’s 
‘no-fault’ divorce Bill, 
granting divorces in only six 
months, a Bill not in the 
Government’s election 
manifesto.  
 
Under the Bill, ending a 
marriage will be easier than 
getting out of a mobile phone 
contract. Marriage vows 
matter, but this Bill, which is 
being rushed through its 
Third Reading on 
Wednesday next, trivializes 
marriage promises by saying 
they can be broken with 
impunity.  
 
Research overwhelmingly 
shows that children normally 
fare better in married 
households compared to 
those in broken homes. 
Making divorce even easier 
is not in the interests of 
children.  
 
 
 
  
 
To end, a hymn attributed to 
St Thomas Aquinas: 
 
Godhead here in hiding, 
whom I do adore, 
Masked by these bare 
shadows,  
shape and nothing more, 
See, Lord, at thy service low 
lies here a heart 
Lost, all lost in wonder at the 
God thou art. 
 
Fr Dearman and I wish you 
all a happy feast day of 
Corpus Christi. May you all 
keep safe and well. 
 

 Fr Allen 


