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3rd SUNDAY ‘OF THE YEAR’ 
24 January 2021 

 
HOLY MASS THIS WEEK 
 SUNDAY First Mass of Sunday is 7pm Saturday. Sunday morning 9.00 & 11.00 am 
 MONDAY 12 noon The Conversion of St Paul 
 TUESDAY 12 noon Sts Timothy & Titus 
 WEDNESDAY 12 noon  (St Angela Merici) 
 THURSDAY 12 noon St Thomas Aquinas 
 FRIDAY 12 noon  
 SATURDAY 12 noon  
 

The church is open every day  
Monday to Saturday from 11.45 am to 1.00 pm 

Sundays from 8.45 am to 10.00 am, 10.45 am to 12 noon. 
 
My dear Parishioners 
and Friends, 
 
We are hearing too many 
reports of Christians – 
Catholic and non-Catholic – 
being killed for their 
Christianity, especially in the 
Middle East and Africa. Pope 
Francis spoke about this a 
few years ago, when he said: 
 
Today there is an 
ecumenism of blood. In 
some countries they kill 
Christians for wearing a 
cross or having a Bible and 
before they kill them they do 
not ask them whether they 
are Anglican, Lutheran, 
Catholic, or Orthodox. Their 
blood is mixed. To those 
who kill [us,] we are 
Christians. We are united in 
blood, even though we have 
not yet managed to take 
necessary steps towards 
unity between us and 
perhaps the time has not yet  
 

 
come. Unity is a gift for 
which we must ask.  
 
He went on to say: Those 
who kill Christians don’t ask 
for your identity card to see 
which Church you were 
baptised in. 
 
This idea of an “ecumenism 
of blood” gives a new slant to 
the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity (18-25 
January). Christians in 
England are facing together 
what Bishop John Arnold has 
called ‘the increasing 
secularisation of the times in 
which we live’. We have not 
yet been killed for our 
Christian faith. Other 
countries tell a different story. 
Pope Francis again:  
 
The sufferings endured by 
Christians in these last 
decades have made a 
unique and invaluable 
contribution to the unity of 
Christ’s disciples. In the  
 

 
ancient Church, the blood of  
the martyrs became the 
seed of new Christians. So 
too in our time the blood of 
innumerable Christians has 
become a seed of unity. The 
ecumenism of suffering and 
of the martyrdom of blood 
are a powerful summons to 
walk the long path of 
reconciliation between the 
Churches, by courageously 
and decisively abandoning 
ourselves to the working of 
the Holy Spirit.  
 
Surely an added incentive 
here for all of us in Churches 
Together in Prestwich and 
Kersal to give a good 
account of our faith. 
 
 
 
Pope Francis will preside 
over Second Vespers at the 
end of the Week of Prayer 
tomorrow Monday 25 
January at 5.30 pm in the 
Basilica of Saint Paul 
Outside the Walls, with 



representatives of the other 
Christian communities in 
Rome and Italy. The 
celebration will be broadcast 
live on the Vatican 
News website. 
 
 
 
For many years Lilian Gray 
taught in Our Lady of Grace 
Primary School. Next 
Thursday at 10.00 am will be 
her Requiem Mass. May she 
rest in peace! Present 
restrictions only allow thirty 
people to attend. The list is 
now full. 
 
 
 
The Christian Heritage 
Centre at Stonyhurst College 
near Whalley continues to 
offer some very worthwhile 
courses online. The next talk 
in the Drama Displayed 
series is ‘The Naked Truth’ 
by Dr David Thorvell next 
Thursday 28 January at 
7.30 pm. The series offers 
theological reflections on the 
key moments of salvation, 
supported by a study of 
various great works of art. 
For info/registration, go to 
https://christianheritagecentr
e.com/events/the-drama-
displayed/ 
Recordings of the previous 
talks are available 
on: https://christianheritagec
entre.com/media/video/ 
 
 
During the past week, a 
parishioner told me how 
useful she found the morning 
offering. ‘It only takes a 
moment,’ she said, ‘and it 
sets the tone for the day.’ 
How right she is! By this short 
prayer, a person recognises 
that God is present and puts 
the whole day into God’s 
hands. You can use your 
own words for the morning 
offering and say it when you 
get up or soon afterwards. 
One form of words in 
traditional use would be: 

O Jesus, through the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary, I 
offer you my prayers, words, 
works, sufferings and joys of 
this day, in union with the 
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass 
throughout the world. 
 
The Catechism of the 
Catholic Church (para.2157) 
reminds us that 
The Christian begins his 
day, his prayers, and his 
activities with the Sign of the 
Cross: "in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. Amen." The 
baptised person dedicates 
the day to the glory of God 
and calls on the Saviour's 
grace which lets him act in 
the Spirit as a child of the 
Father.  
 
The first part of Holy Mass is 
taken up with readings from 
the inspired Word of God. In 
these uncertain times, many 
are unable to come to Mass 
for one reason or another. 
Why not take the chance to 
read the Word of God at 
home? The lockdown means 
that many people have more 
time on their hands. Reading 
a chapter from the Gospels 
each day, thinking about it 
and praying about it, could 
work wonders for your 
spiritual life! 
 
 
The good news this week 
has been the roll out of the 
vaccines. Fr Dearman has 
had his first. I’ve had both. 
The news though has not all 
been good. Many people are 
feeling insecure and feel the 
need to shield for the time 
being. That is very 
understandable. People 
need to take their time. 
 
That’s where the various 
websites and media can 
help, in live streaming Holy 
Mass and other helps for our 
spiritual life. The Sunday 
obligation obviously doesn’t 

apply during this pandemic. 
When unable to receive 
Communion at Mass, a 
spiritual communion is highly 
recommended. Do please 
keep safe and well. 
                               Fr Allen 
PS Great news from Rome! 
Elizabeth Prout, foundress 
of the Sisters of the Cross 
and Passion and known as 
the ‘Mother Teresa of 
Manchester’, has been 
declared ‘Venerable’ – a step 
towards canonisation. More 
next week. 
 
Fr Dearman’s reflections 
on CHARACTERS FROM 
THE BIBLE - 1 - THE CALL 
OF JEREMIAH 
 
God said to Jeremiah, 
“Before you were conceived I 
chose you.” Then he told 
him that he wanted him to 
be a prophet. Jeremiah 
naturally demurred, but God 
said that his power would 
strengthen him for the task, 
painful though it would be. 
 
God said “Say whatever I 
command you. Do not be 
afraid of them. I am with you 
to protect you. It is the Lord 
who speaks.” 
 
God chose every one of us 
before we came to be, to do 
‘some definite service’, as St 
John Henry Newman put it. 
Sometimes we feel that we 
have not the strength to 
carry out the task God has 
entrusted to us, but we 
know that he would not ask 
us to do difficult things for 
him without giving us the 
strength to do them. Like 
Jeremiah, we should pray for 
guidance and trust in God’s 
power, which is so much 
stronger than our human 
powers. 


