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7th SUNDAY OF EASTER 
16 MAY 2021 

 
HOLY MASS THIS WEEK 
 SUNDAY First Mass of Sunday is 7pm Saturday. Sunday morning 9.00 & 11.00 am 
 MONDAY 12 noon Easter Weekday  
 TUESDAY 12 noon Easter Weekday/St John 1 
 WEDNESDAY 12 noon Easter Weekday/St Dunstan 
 THURSDAY 12 noon Easter Weekday/St Bernardine of Siena 
 FRIDAY 12 noon Easter Weekday/St Christopher Magallanes & Companions 
 SATURDAY 12 noon Easter Weekday/St Rita of Cascia 
 SUNDAY NEXT – Pentecost Sunday 
 

The church is open every day  
Monday to Saturday from 11.45 am to 1.00 pm 

Sundays from 8.45 am to 10.00 am, 10.45 am to 12 noon 
 
My dear Parishioners 
and Friends, 
 
Yesterday was our patronal 
feast day of Our Lady of 
Grace. We salute Our Lady 
so often as ‘full of grace’. 
When we do that, we are 
using the words used by the 
archangel Gabriel who came 
to invite Mary to be the 
mother of God’s Son. To 
Gabriel’s greeting we add the 
words of Mary’s cousin 
Elizabeth, when she called 
her ‘blessed among women’ 
and added ‘and blessed is 
the fruit of thy womb’. The 
‘Hail, Mary’ prayer is 
therefore very much a biblical 
prayer. 
 
This prayer was well-known 
and much used. The second 
half of the prayer – ‘Holy 
Mary, Mother of God, pray for 
us sinners now and at the  
 

 
hour of our death’ – came 
later. This half of the prayer 
can be traced back to the 
time following the Black 
Death, which carried off at 
least one-third of the 
population of Europe in the 
fourteenth century. Bishop 
Fulton Sheen recorded how 
the Black Death ‘prompted 
the faithful to cry out to the 
Mother of Our Lord to protect 
them at a time when the 
present moment and death 
were almost one’. 
 
How appropriate it is 
therefore that we use the 
prayer often in these times of 
pandemic. Pope Francis has 
asked us to go in spirit to 
famous shrines of Our Lady 
in different parts of the world 
and to say the rosary each 
day during May, asking for 
the end of the Coronavirus 
pandemic.  
 

 
Here are details for the 
coming week: 
 
Sunday 16 May – Shrine of 
St Mary’s Cathedral, Sydney, 
Australia – prayer for victims 
of violence and human 
trafficking. 
 
Monday – Immaculate 
Conception Shrine, 
Washington, USA – for world 
leaders and leaders of 
international organisations. 
 
Tuesday – Our Lady of 
Lourdes, France – for 
doctors and nurses. 
 
Wednesday – The House of 
Mother Mary in Ephesus, 
Turkey – for people at war, 
and for world peace. 
 
Thursday – Our Lady of 
Charity, El Cobre, Cuba – for 
pharmacists and health care 
personnel. 
 



Friday – Our Lady of 
Nagasaki, Japan – for social 
workers. 
 
Saturday - Our Lady of 
Monserrat, Spain – for 
volunteers. 
 
The ‘marathon of prayer’ is 
inspired by an episode 
recorded in the Acts of the 
Apostles (12:5), when the 
whole Church joined together 
in fervent prayer. 
 
 
 
Today, the Sunday between 
Ascension and Pentecost, is 
kept as World 
Communications Day. This 
is a special day asked for by 
the Second Vatican Council 
(1962-1965). The Council 
welcomed the giant steps 
technology had made 
possible in the field of 
communications and urged 
us to make proper use of the 
media. 
 
In his message for this year’s 
Day, Pope Francis has 
chosen the theme ‘Come and 
See’, taken from an event 
recorded in St John’s Gospel 
(John 1:46). The Holy Father 
invites us to ‘meet people as 
and where they are’.  
 
Here are some of his 
thoughts: 
Thanks to the internet we 
have the opportunity to 
report what we see, what is 
taking place before our 
eyes, and to share it with 
others. At the same time, the 
risk of misinformation being 
spread on social media has 
become evident to 
everyone. We have known 
for some time that news and 
even images can be easily 
manipulated ...  
 
Being critical in this regard is 
not about demonising the 
internet, but is rather an 
incentive to greater 
discernment and 
responsibility for contents 

both sent and received. All 
of us are responsible for the 
communications we make, 
for the information we share, 
for the control that we can 
exert over fake news by 
exposing it. All of us are to 
be witnesses of the truth: to 
go, to see and to share. 
 
 
 
Tomorrow will bring some 
welcome relief from the 
restrictions of the pandemic. 
We must be sure to use our 
freedoms happily and 
responsibly. What the easing 
of restrictions will mean for 
church services isn’t yet fully 
clear. More people may now 
attend baptisms, weddings 
and funerals but what we are 
really looking for is the day 
when we can once more fully 
open our churches. 
 
100 years ago people were 
recovering from the effects of 
the First World War. Our 
Lady of Grace parishioners 
resumed their fund raising for 
a new church. The parish log 
book records on 25 June 
1921: ‘Garden Party held in 
the grounds adjoining the 
presbytery. The day was 
gloriously fine. The nett 
proceeds amounted to 
£229.1s.11d.’ Ten years later 
the new church opened on 
14 June 1931 – ninety years 
ago next month! 
 
 
Sister Joan sends her 
grateful thanks to those who 
have given items for the 
Food Bank we support. From 
September to December last 
year, you gave 1466 items. 
So far this year, as well as 
giving donations in cash, you 
have given 1626 items. That 
makes quite a total!  

 
Fr Allen 

 
PS And yes, the ring that was 
lost has been claimed by a 
thankful owner. 

                
Fr Dearman’s 
Reflections on the 
Rosary: 
 

THE PRESENTATION 
 

Mary and Joseph take their 
baby to the Temple, which 
Jesus would later describe as 
‘My Father’s House’. There he 
is solemnly dedicated to the 
service of God, unnecessary 
in his case but showing Mary 
and Joseph’s respect for the 
Jewish Law. Mary must have 
been very moved to hear the 
words of the old man Simeon, 
but she would also be 
reminded of the soul-piercing 
pain that she would endure 
as the mother of the Suffering 
Saviour. 
 

Our Father 
 

Before each Hail Mary: 
1 They took the child to 
Jerusalem to present him to 
the Lord 
2 As it is written: every first 
born male must be 
consecrated to the Lord 
3 There was a man named 
Simeon, and the Holy Spirit 
rested on him 
4 He took Jesus into his arms 
and blessed God 
5 Now, Master, you can let 
your servant go in peace 
6 My eyes have seen the 
salvation prepared for all 
nations 
7 Mary and Joseph stood 
there wondering at the things 
that were said 
8 This child is destined for the 
fall and for the rising of many 
9 A sword will pierce your 
own soul too 
10 They went back to 
Nazareth, where the child 
grew to maturity 
 

Glory be 


