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OF CHRIST 

6 JUNE 2021 
 

HOLY MASS THIS WEEK 
 SUNDAY First Mass of Sunday is 7pm Saturday. Sunday morning 9.00 & 11.00 am 
 MONDAY 12 noon  
 TUESDAY 12 noon  
 WEDNESDAY 12 noon (St Ephrem/St Columba) 
 THURSDAY 12 noon  
 FRIDAY 12 noon The Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 
 SATURDAY 12 noon The Immaculate Heart of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 

The church is open every day  
Monday to Friday from 11.45 am to 4.00 pm  

Saturdays from 11.45 am to 4.00 pm, 6.45 pm to 8.00 pm     Sundays from 8.45 am to 12 noon 
 
My dear Parishioners 
and Friends, 
 
Today is one of the best 
loved feast days of the whole 
year. Many people will 
remember it by its Latin 
name of ‘Corpus Christi’. I 
wish all of you a very happy 
day. 
 
I had written some words for 
this great feast day when an 
email came from the 
diocesan office containing a 
reflection from the Catholic 
bishops of England and 
Wales.  
 
They write about Holy Mass 
in the light of the present 
pandemic and the likelihood 
that we shall soon see 
restrictions lifted. So I have 
shelved my words and give 
here part of what the bishops 
have written:   

 
It is the Eucharist, the 
celebration of the Mass, that 
makes the Church; and it is 
the Church, in the gift of the 
Holy Spirit, which makes the 
Eucharist. The Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass is 
the lifeblood of the 
Church. It requires our 
active participation and, to 
be fully celebrated, our 
physical presence.  
 
At this moment, then, we 
need to have in our sights 
the need to restore to its 
rightful centrality in our 
lives the Sunday Mass, 
encouraging each to take his 
or her place once again in 
the assembly of our brothers 
and sisters.  
 
We face the task of seeking 
to nurture the sense of 
Sunday as “a weekly gift  
 

 
from God to his people”, 
and something we cannot do 
without; to see Sunday as 
the soul of the week, as 
giving light and meaning to 
all the responsibilities we 
live out each day; to see the 
Sunday Eucharist as food 
for the unique mission with 
which we have been 
endowed.  
 
In the time to come we can 
do no better than to 
rekindle in our hearts, 
foster and encourage, a 
yearning for the Real 
Presence of the Lord and 
the practice of prayer 
before the Blessed 
Sacrament, a gift so deeply 
appreciated in these times of 
lockdown.  
 
We need to begin by 
fostering this in ourselves. 
For the Eucharist should be 



the cause of our deepest 
joy, our highest manner of 
offering thanks to God and 
for seeking his mercy and 
love. We need to make it the 
foundation stone of our lives. 
 
The invitation to Sunday 
Mass resonates all the more 
deeply when we consider, 
as Pope St John Paul II 
reminds us in the Encyclical 
Letter Dies Domini, that the 
Sabbath rest is nothing if not 
a call to remember the gift of 
God’s Creation. 
 
The Eucharist is indeed a 
celebration of the created 
world, called into life by the 
Eternal Word, for the bread 
and wine of the earth 
becomes the Body and 
Blood of Christ who is that 
same Lord of all life. The 
Christ to whom we come 
so close in the Eucharist 
must be the foundation of 
our strivings, not least in 
the urgent task we face of 
caring for creation and our 
environment.  
 
Pope St John Paul II spoke 
of our amazement at the gift 
of the Mass and the abiding 
Presence of our Blessed 
Lord in the Sacrament of the 
Altar. Herein lies our 
treasure, enriching our 
relationship with Jesus 
and bringing together 
every aspect of our life 
and mission. This is such 
an important focus for our 
task in the coming 
months. 
 
Full copies of the bishops’ 
reflection for you to take 
home and read are on the 
table at the back of church. 
Or you can read it on the 
diocesan website or the 
website of the Bishops’ 
Conference: 
www.cbcew.org.uk 
 
 
 
 

As stated last week, 
stewards (welcomers) are no 
longer mandatory when the 
church is open for private 
prayer. Our Lady of Grace 
church will now stay open 
after the daily Mass until 
four o’clock. In the coming 
weeks we will gradually 
extend the opening hours. 
However, hand sanitising 
must still take place on 
entering the church and 
masks should be worn. 
 
During the recent lockdowns, 
visiting the sick and taking 
Holy Communion to them 
has been limited to very 
urgent cases. I now intend 
to resume the former 
practice of my Friday sick 
visits. If you or anyone you 
know is in need of such visits 
please tell me. 
 
 
Recent events have 
highlighted that, unless 
dispensed for a serious 
reason, persons who are 
baptised Catholics are 
bound to marry in a 
Catholic church. Otherwise 
their marriage is invalid in the 
eyes of the Church. This part 
of Canon Law needs 
repeating as there seems to 
be some ignorance about it. I 
would ask any parishioners 
who may be in this situation 
to talk to me with a view to 
putting things right. 
 
 
Thanks to your generosity 
recently in the Starving 
World box we are able to 
send £303.02 to Aid to the 
Church in Need. The June 
contents will go to CAFOD. 
 
And let’s hope and pray that 
this month of June will see 
the lifting of lockdown 
restrictions. Let the sun 
shine! 

Fr Allen 
 
 

   
THE MARRIAGE AT 
CANA 
 
Our Lady was not with 
Jesus for most of his 
public life. She obviously 
took a close interest in 
everything she heard about 
him, and in the Luminous 
Mysteries we associate 
ourselves with her. But the 
marriage at Cana was one 
event at which she was not 
merely present but in 
which she played an 
essential role. St John’s 
Gospel describes the 
changing of water into 
wine as a ‘sign’ that the 
messianic time had really 
arrived, bringing God’s 
overwhelmingly generous 
joy to all who were ready 
to receive it. 
 
Our Father 
 
Before each Hail Mary: 
1 There was a marriage at 
Cana in Galilee 
2 The mother of Jesus was 
there 
3 Jesus also was invited 
with his disciples 
4 They have no wine 
5 My hour has not yet 
come 
6 Do whatever he tells you 
7 Fill the jars with water 
8 Draw some out and take 
it to the steward 
9 You have kept the good 
wine till now 
10 Jesus manifested his 
glory and his disciples 
believed in him 
 
Glory be 


