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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
5 DECEMBER 2021 

 

HOLY MASS THIS WEEK 
 SUNDAY First Mass of Sunday is 7pm Saturday. Sunday morning 9.00 & 11.00 
 MONDAY 9.15 am Advent Weekday/St Nicholas (with Year 4 children) 
 TUESDAY 12 noon Funeral Mass for Patricia Krasij 
 WEDNESDAY 12 noon The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 THURSDAY 12 noon Advent Weekday/St Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin 
 FRIDAY 9.15 am Advent Wkday/Our Lady of Loreto (with Year 3 children) 
 SATURDAY 11.00 am Advent Weekday/St Damasus 
 

The church is open every day  
Monday and Friday from 9.00 am to 6.00 pm 

Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday from 11.45 am to 6.00 pm  
Saturdays from 10.45 am to 8.00 pm      

Sundays from 8.00 am to 12 noon (or later if Baptisms) 
 

Confessional times: Saturday 11.40 am-12.50 pm, 6.00-6.40 pm 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: Saturday after 11.00 am Mass until 1.00 pm. 

 
My dear Parishioners 
and Friends, 
 

Thursday next is a very 
important day for a number of 
our Year 9 children. It is their 
Confirmation Day. 
 

They have prepared for 
some months, first in school, 
then in the parish. They are 
now ready to receive the gift 
of the Holy Spirit. 
 

The Confirmation service 
will begin here at 7 o’clock. 
It is not a Mass, but a Liturgy 
of the Word followed by the 
Sacrament of Confirmation. 
Let’s be sure to keep these 
young people in our prayers 
as they take this big step in 
their lives.  
 
 

 
It was so good to have some 
of our primary school 
children at Mass during the 
last week. It is nearly two 
years since they were able to 
come like this. Please note 
that Mass times on 
Mondays and Fridays have 
now reverted to their pre-
Covid time of 9.15 am.  
 

Teachers are also bringing 
the children on class visits 
during the day. Although the 
2022 Year Book says that the 
church will be open every 
day from 8 o’clock in the 
morning, we will not start this 
time immediately but hope to 
extend the opening hours 
gradually over the coming 
months. Present times are 
given above. 
 
 

 
We are now in the second 
week of Advent, so not long 
to go to Christmas Day. 
Already people are asking 
about places in church on 
that day. At the moment 
there are no plans to admit by 
ticket only. Much will depend 
on local conditions nearer the 
time, so watch this space! 
Keep an eye on the 
newsletter and the parish 
website in case of further 
news. 
 

There are still some 
Christmas posters left in 
church. Do please pick up 
one for your window.   It is a 
simple but effective witness 
of faith and it has been good 
to see them already in place 
in parts of the parish.  
 
 

http://www.ourladyofgrace.co.uk/
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The first meeting of the new 
Friendship Club took place 
last Wednesday and was 
enjoyed by the number who 
came. No doubt it will 
develop its own character as 
it progresses. Meetings will 
be every fortnight in the 
parish hall, with doors 
opening from 12.30 until 3.00 
pm. All are welcome to drop 
in. The next meeting will be 
on Wednesday 15 
December. 
 

One of the first fruits 
stemming from the new 
enterprise is the Book Club. 
The first meeting of this 
group will be held 
tomorrow, Monday 6 
December, at 2.00 pm in 
the Cottage.  Then meetings 
will be held in 2022 at 2.00 
pm on the second Monday of 
the month, starting on 10 
January. Interested?  Just 
come along to the first 
meeting and give it a try.  Or 
contact Vin Allerton by phone 
(0161-773 3318), text (07305 
727900) or email 
(vinallerton@gmail.com) 
 

The Prayer Group will 
resume its fortnightly 
meetings tomorrow, Monday 
6 December, 7.00 to 8.00 
pm in the Cottage. 
 
 
By now, thanks to some 
generous and energetic 
deliverers, each Catholic 
household in the parish 
should have received the 
2022 Year Book, two books 
of raffle tickets and a 
covering letter. If you do not 
live in the parish, you can 
pick up these items from the 
piety stall. The draw for the 
raffle will take place in the 
parish hall after the 11 
o’clock Mass next Sunday, 
Gaudete Sunday. The first 
prize has been increased to 
£250, so make sure your 
tickets are returned in time, 
preferably by Friday next.  

 

 
The final Confirmation 
meeting is today in the upper 
hall at 12 noon. And to end 
with, here are some wise 
words from Pope Francis 
delivered only last week: 
 

Prayer is what keeps the 
lamp of the heart lit. This is 
especially true when we feel 
that our enthusiasm has 
cooled down. Prayer re-
lights it, because it brings us 
back to God, to the centre of 
things. Prayer reawakens 
the soul from sleep and 
focuses it on what matters, 
on the purpose of existence. 
Even during our busiest 
days, we must not neglect 
prayer. The prayer of the 
heart can be helpful for us, 
repeating often brief 
invocations. For example, 
during Advent, we could 
make a habit of saying, 
“Come, Lord Jesus.” Only 
these words, but repeating 
them: “Come, Lord Jesus”. 
… Let us repeat this prayer 
all throughout the day: the 
soul will remain vigilant! 
                                 

Fr Allen 
_______________________ 
Fr Dearman’s reflections 
on Advent Hymns. 
 

2 – ON JORDAN’S BANK 

This hymn is a call to arms, 

responding to the urgent 

pleas of St John the Baptist. 

On Jordan’s bank the 

Baptist’s cry announces that 

the Lord is nigh. Come then 

and hearken, for he brings 

glad tidings from the King 

of kings. John’s cry from the 

wilderness was urging the 

people of his time to be 

prepared for the long-

awaited Messiah to appear, 

fulfilling the hopes and 

dreams of the Chosen People 

who had longed for this 

moment over the centuries. 

For us the coming of Our 

Lord at the last day will be 

the fulfilment of our dreams. 

Advent is the season of 

preparedness. 
 

Then cleansed be every 

Christian breast, and 

furnished for so great a 

guest. Yea, let us each our 

heart prepare for Christ to 

come and enter there. Of 

course, Jesus is present with 

us all the time, but there is 

always the danger that we 

will not appreciate this 

staggering fact. Do we offer 

him a worthy place in our 

hearts, or do we give him 

only a half-hearted 

welcome? There is nothing 

half-hearted about John the 

Baptist! As well as calling us 

to arms, he sets us a 

wonderful example. 
 

For thou art our salvation, 

Lord, our refuge and our 

great reward. Without thy 

grace our souls must fade 

and wither like a flower 

decayed. What a terrible 

fate, to be like a beautiful 

plant which is now past its 

best and ready to be thrown 

on the compost heap! This 

verse reminds us how much 

we need Our Lord’s help in 

order to avoid such a state. 
 

Stretch forth thy hand to 

heal our sore, and make us 

rise, to fall no more. We are 

reminded of St Peter, 

stretching out his hand to 

Jesus to save him from 

sinking into the water. Once 

more upon thy people shine, 

and fill the world with love 

divine. We don’t just pray 

for ourselves but rather we 

open our hearts to the whole 

of our world which is so 

desperately in need of God’s 

grace. 
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