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EASTER SUNDAY – HE IS RISEN! 
12 APRIL 2020 

 
 
My dear Parishioners 
and Friends, 
 
“It was very early on the first 
day of the week, and still 
dark, when Mary of Magdala 
came to the tomb.” So begins 
the Gospel reading for Easter 
Sunday. The darkness 
however soon turned to light. 
First the women, then the 
apostles, saw the risen Christ. 
 
This year, we might well feel it 
is still dark. There is much 
sadness and uncertainty 
around us. We must let the 
glorious light of Easter lift us 
and inspire us. We know that 
our risen Lord is with us. That 
is why Fr Dearman and I can 
wish you all a happy and 
blessed Easter. 
 
This Easter though is like no 
other. We won’t be physically 
together for the invigorating 
services of the Sacred 
Triduum or Eastertide. We 
can however be virtually 
present. Our virtual 
congregation has more 
than doubled from last 
week, with over 450 
parishioners and friends 
now in church. 
 
The photos you have emailed 
in have been printed and 
BluTacked onto the benches. 
They provide a colourful and 

encouraging background to 
the celebrations. If you 
haven’t already emailed in 
your photos, please do so 
and add to our 
congregation. And if you 
have sent in yours, spread the 
word and encourage family 
members and friends to send 
in theirs. We will then have a 
packed church in time for 
Sunday. 
 
I started to write this letter for 
Easter with all parishioners in 
mind: those of you on your 
own, those with perhaps two 
or three in the family, those 
with children. Then I read a 
message from the Holy 
Father, Pope Francis. He 
took the words out of my 
mouth, but put it so much 
better! I can’t do better than 
quote from him, adding that 
these are my sentiments 
also. 
 
Speaking first to families with 
children, Pope Francis said: 
 
I can imagine you in your 
families, living an unusual 
life to avoid contagion. I am 
thinking of the liveliness of 
children and young people, 
who cannot go out, attend 
school, live their lives. I have 
in my heart all the families, 
especially those who have a 
loved one who is sick or who 

have unfortunately 
experienced mourning due 
to the coronavirus or other 
causes.  
 
I must here put in a word of 
thanks to the staff of our 
schools who have kept open 
for the children of key 
workers. Pope Francis then 
turned to those who live 
alone, to those getting on in 
years, and to the sick: 
 
These days I often think 
about people who are alone, 
and for whom it is more 
difficult to face these 
moments. Above all I think 
of the elderly, who are very 
dear to me. I cannot forget 
those who are sick with 
coronavirus, people who are 
in hospital. 
 
Hospital staff and other 
essential workers then came 
in for warm words of praise, 
which all of us can echo: 
 
I am aware of the generosity 
of those who put themselves 
at risk for the treatment of this 
pandemic or to guarantee the 
essential services to society. 
So many heroes, every day, 
at every hour!  
 
What about those whose 
jobs are at risk? Others too, 
who have little or no control 
over their lives? 



I also remember how many 
are in financial straits and 
are worried about work and 
the future. A thought also 
goes out to prison inmates, 
whose pain is compounded 
by fear of the epidemic, for 
themselves and their loved 
ones; I think of the 
homeless, who do not have 
a home to protect them. 
 
It is a difficult time for 
everyone. For many, very 
difficult. I know this and, with 
these words, I want to tell 
everyone of my closeness 
and affection.  
 
Pope Francis went on to 
suggest ways in which we 
might help one another: 
 
Let us try, if we can, to make 
the best use of this time: let 
us be generous; let us help 
those in need in our 
neighbourhood; let us look 
out for the loneliest people, 
perhaps by telephone or 
social networks; let us pray 
to the Lord for those who are 
in difficulty in Italy and in the 
world. Even if we are 
isolated, thought and spirit 
can go far with the creativity 
of love. This is what we 
need today: the creativity of 
love.  
 
Easter however brings sure 
hope: 
 
In the silence of our cities, 
the Easter Gospel will 
resound. The Apostle Paul 
says: “And He died for all, 
that those who live should 
no longer live for 
themselves, but for Him 
Who died for them and was 
raised again” (2 Cor 5:15). In 
the risen Jesus, life 
conquered death.  
 
This Paschal faith nourishes 
our hope. I would like to 
share it with you. It is the 
hope of a better time, in 
which we can be better, 
finally freed from evil and 

from this pandemic. It is a 
hope: hope does not 
disappoint. Together, in love 
and patience, we can 
prepare a better time in 
these days.  
 
Thank you for allowing me 
into your homes. Make a 
gesture of tenderness 
towards those who suffer, 
towards children, and 
towards the elderly. Tell 
them that I am close, and 
pray that the Lord will soon 
deliver us all from evil. And 
you, pray for me. Have a 
good dinner. See you soon! 
 
Well, Fr Dearman and I gladly 
say the same as Pope 
Francis. We do hope that you 
are keeping well and in good 
spirits. We miss seeing you 
but we remain always close 
with you in our thoughts and 
prayers.  
 
We know too that we have Our 
Lady’s prayers and protection 
very much in these times. Our 
parish has a lovely and 
powerful patron. Our Lady of 
Grace, pray for us. 
 
With my love and warmest 
greetings for a happy Easter, 
 

Fr Allen 
 

 
Easter TV & Radio 

 
Pope Francis’ Urbi et Orbi 
Blessing from Rome will be 
relayed by BBC1 TV Easter 
Sunday at 11.00 am BST. 
 
Bishop John Arnold will 
celebrate at Salford 
Cathedral,  
Easter Vigil - Saturday 8pm 
Easter Sunday - 11am 
These liturgies will be live-
streamed. Access through 
the Diocesan website. 
   
Cardinal Nichols will say an 
Easter Sunday Mass to be 
played on all BBC local radio 
stations at 8.10 am. 

 

Where else can I find 
Mass? 

 
Attend Mass virtually using 
the following links: 
 
https://www.churchservice
s.tv/whats-on-now   A very 
good site which streams live 
Masses and other services. 
 
www.walsingham.org.uk 
live streams daily Mass and 
other devotions. 
 
EWTN is a global Catholic 
network followed by millions 
of people around the world. 
Daily Mass at 12 noon, 6.00 
pm and 11.00 pm and many 
programmes of great 
interest. EWTN can be 
accessed from the internet 
and by satellite TV. On Sky, 
you will find EWTN on 588.  
 
Pope Francis’ daily Mass can 
be seen at any time of the 
day on Vatican YouTube. 
Link into vatican.va then 
click ‘Vatican News’, then the 
YouTube symbol on the right, 
then ‘Mass at Santa Marta’. 
 
Locally, St Clare’s, Blackley 
Facebook page, and others. 

 
Parish Collection 

 
Some people are on reduced 
incomes and so must 
suspend contributions. But if 
you are still financially viable, 
you might consider signing a 
monthly Standing Order 
rather than using envelopes 
or giving in cash. These are 
the details should you wish to 
do this:  
 
Barclays Bank. Sort code 20-
55-34. A/C no 60192309.  
A/C name, SRCDTR Our 
Lady of Grace Prestwich 
Registered Charity.  
 
Please put a clear identifier 
on your payments, so that 
we know for reclaim 
purposes who is making the 
payments. 


