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PALM SUNDAY    5 APRIL 2020 
 

THIS IS HOLY WEEK 
 
My dear Parishioners 
and Friends, 
 
I do hope that you are keeping 
well and in good spirits. Fr 
Dearman and I are missing 
you! Saying Mass in a closed 
and empty church just isn’t the 
same.  
 
However, thanks to those of 
you who have emailed in your 
photos, we now have a virtual 
congregation of well over 
two hundred. Your smiling 
faces are BluTacked onto the 
benches and provide an 
encouraging background to 
our celebration. You are on 
the same side of the church 
which you usually occupy but 
you are filling up from the 
front. How unusual is that! If 
you haven’t already emailed 
in your photos, please do so 
and add to our 
congregation. 
 
This will be a Holy Week and 
Easter like no other. The date 
of Easter can’t be changed, so 
we must celebrate the 
beautiful liturgies of this time 
without your physical 
presence. We can also make 
the Stations of the Cross at 
home in our own time. 
 
Bishop John Arnold has 
informed us that the Holy 
Week ceremonies will be live 
streamed from Salford 

Cathedral at times given 
overleaf. You might follow 
those, or choose other venues 
from the many available. 
 
In these extraordinary 
circumstances of coronavirus 
pandemic, when we are 
unable to gather together to 
celebrate the great feasts of 
Holy Week and Easter, 
Cardinal Vincent Nichols 
has explained that the 
obligation to our Easter 
Duties (to go to Confession 
and receive Holy 
Communion) is removed 
from us. Instead, he says, we 
should make an Act of 
Perfect Contrition to express 
our deep sorrow at our sins 
against the goodness of God.  
 
The Cardinal also gives some 
sound practical advice which 
is worth repeating here:  
 
Get into a regular pattern.  
I hope that many of you 
have found ways of creating 
in the day a time of prayer.  
A time of prayer may be 
linked to a streamed 
celebration of Mass; a 
time of prayer together in 
your family. 
 
What’s important these days 
is that we give our life at 
home a rhythm, a timetable, 
a regular pattern. So we 
don’t just watch telly all day 
or sit on the sofa all day. But 

we have things that we do at 
certain times of the day. And 
one of those should be to 
have a time of deep silence 
together.  
 
We might fall asleep, we 
might read, might say a 
decade of the rosary 
together. But it’s important 
that we leave that space 
so that God finds our 
hearts more open to him. 
So he can give us his peace 
and his compassion. Then 
we’ll offer that compassion 
to those around us and be 
more attentive to those in 
need. 
 
Cardinal Nichols also 
suggests that when you phone 
your parents or your parents 
phone you, why not suggest 
that you end with a moment of 
prayer together? Say that Hail 
Mary, say a prayer that you 
know – but say it together. It’s 
a comfort and a reassurance. 
 
I hope you were able to take 
part last Sunday in the Re-
dedication of England as the 
Dowry of Mary. We need Our 
Lady’s prayers and protection 
very much in these times. Our 
parish has a lovely and 
powerful patron. The Rosary 
is a powerful prayer. 
 
With my love and prayers, 
 

Fr Allen 



      Our Primary School 
 
Our Lady of Grace Primary 
School has kept open for 
children whose parents are 
engaged in essential work. 
Our thanks go again to the 
staff who have made this 
possible.  
 

Bishop John Arnold 
 
Our Bishop will celebrate 
Palm Sunday and the 
Sacred Triduum at Salford 
Cathedral, and all these 
liturgies will be live-
streamed. Access to the 
liturgies will be possible 
through the Diocesan 
website.  The times are: 
Palm Sunday - 11am 
Last Supper - 
Thursday 7.30pm 
Passion - Friday 3pm 
Easter Vigil - Saturday 8pm 
Easter Sunday - 11am 
 
Palms will be blessed at Our 
Lady of Grace and will be 
available for distribution 
when lockdown ceases. 
 

Where can I find Mass? 
 
Many parishioners are daily 
attending Mass virtually 
using the following links. 
Jesus may not be physically 
present in your room in the 
same way, but he is present 
there behind the camera. He 
won’t let the physical 
distance between you be a 
barrier: 
 
https://www.churchservice
s.tv/whats-on-now   This is 
a very good service which 
streams live Masses and 
other services. 
 
www.walsingham.org.uk 
live streams daily Mass and 
other devotions. 
 
EWTN is a global Catholic 
network followed by millions 
of people around the world. 
It relays daily Mass at 12 
noon, 6.00 pm and 11.00 pm 
as well as many 

programmes of great 
interest. EWTN can be 
accessed from the internet 
and by satellite TV. If you 
have Sky, you will find 
EWTN on 588.  
 
Pope Francis’ daily Mass can 
be seen at any time of the 
day on Vatican YouTube. 
Link into vatican.va then 
click ‘Vatican News’, then the 
YouTube symbol on the right, 
then ‘Mass at Santa Marta’. 

 
Children’s Liturgy 

 
CAFOD is hosting a live 
online children’s liturgy for 
families on Sundays at 
10am. It has proved very 
popular with families over the 
last two Sundays. 
cafod.org.uk/Education/Child
ren-s-liturgy 

 
H.C.P.T. Fair 

 
Mrs Maureen Makin sends 
thanks to everyone who, 
despite the circumstances, 
made the Fair, both socially 
and financially, such a great 
success. The total raised 
was £1,022 which will be 
used to send sick children to 
Lourdes. The mini-Vinnies 
raised £70 on their chocolate 
tombola which has been sent 
to Francis House. 
 
Care for Our Common 
Home: A Thought for April 

 
As so many of us find our 
lives curtailed, let’s treasure 
the little bit of our planet that 
we have access to. 
 
Those of us lucky enough to 
have a garden can tend it. 
Those of us with just a pot 
plant can give it a bit of care 
e.g. dust the leaves, feed it if 
you have some plant food in. 
Those of us with no outdoor 
space can perhaps watch the 
leaves appear on trees and 
bushes turn green and 
appreciate the sound of birds 
singing as they gather food 
and build nests. 

May this encourage all of us 
to appreciate God’s creation 
and treasure our planet more 
when our lives finally return 
to normal.  
 

A Spiritual Communion 
When we can’t receive the 
Sacrament, we can always 
make what is called a 
Spiritual Communion. We 
can use our own words, or 
words like these: 
 
My Jesus, I believe You are 
really present in the Most 
Blessed Sacrament of the 
altar. I love You above all 
else and I desire to receive 
You in my soul. As I cannot 
now receive You 
sacramentally, come into my 
heart at least spiritually.  I 
receive and embrace You as 
if You have already come. I 
unite myself wholly to You. 
Do not permit me to be ever 
separated from You. 

 
Parish Collection 

 
People have been asking 
how they might keep up their 
parish contributions in these 
days.  Some will be on 
reduced incomes and so 
must suspend contributions. 
If you are still financially 
viable, you might consider 
signing a monthly Standing 
Order rather than using 
envelopes or giving in cash. 
These are the details should 
you wish to do this: Barclays 
Bank. Sort code 20-55-34. 
A/C no 60192309.  
A/C name, SRCDTR Our 
Lady of Grace Prestwich 
Registered Charity. 

 
Good Friday Collection for 
the Church in Holy Land 

 
This collection is postponed 
to 13 September 2020. This 
way the Universal Church will 
be able to ensure the help 
necessary for the land where 
the roots of our faith are, 
making an effort in solidarity 
and communion in suffering. 


