
      

OUR LADY OF GRACE 
PRESTWICH                     

‘Stay with us, Lord, on our journey’ 

 

Phone/Fax:  0161 773 2324 
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www.ourladyofgrace.co.uk 
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THE PRESENTATION OF THE LORD 

2 FEBRUARY 2020 
CANDLEMAS DAY 

HOLY MASS THIS WEEK 
 SUNDAY First Mass of Sunday is 7pm Saturday.  Sunday morning 9.00 & 11.00 am 
 MONDAY 9.15 am (St Blaise/St Ansgar) with blessing of throats 
 TUESDAY 12 noon Liturgy of the Word & Holy Communion  

WEDNESDAY     12 noon  St Agatha 
 THURSDAY 12 noon Funeral Mass for Stella Clewarth 
 FRIDAY 9.15 am  Funeral Mass for Kate Heneghan 
 SATURDAY 11.00 am (St Jerome Emiliani/ St Josephine Bakhita)  (Novena 10.40 am) 
  2.00 pm Nuptial Mass: Christian Southworth & Mirela Cernat 
 
CONFESSIONS  

SATURDAY         11.30 am -12.30 pm        6.00-6.45 pm 
 

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT        Saturday 11.30 am to 12.30 pm 
 
DEANERY CIRCLE OF PRAYER     Our Lady of Dolours, Kersal 
  
Collection last Sunday £938.72. Thank you also for a donation of £50 from the Zimbabwe group. 
Last week’s collection for Caritas (Diocese of Salford) realised £746.65. 

NEWSLETTER 
 

Parish 
 

Candlemas 
 
Today the Church celebrates 
the feast of the Presentation 
of the Lord which occurs forty 
days after the birth of Jesus 
and is also known as 
Candlemas day, since the 
blessing and procession of 
candles is included in today's 
liturgy. Candles will be 
blessed at the start of each 
Mass today. Christ is the light 
of the nations, hence the 
blessing and procession of 
candles on this day. 
 

          Traidcraft 
 
Today also sees the sale of 
Fairtrade goods in the 
Parish Hall, after both the 
9am and 11am Masses.  
Thank you to everyone who 
buys Fairtrade goods from 
us - please continue in 2020. 
 
Chance to say ‘Thank you’ 

 
Friday’s party in the hall gave 
an opportunity to show 
appreciation of the many 
people who contribute to the 
life of this parish. A word of 
thanks also goes to Thomas 
and Marie Glynn for making 

such a good job last week of 
the floor in the bar store. 
 

Catholic Family Care 
 
Thank you so much to the 
members of the C.F.C. who 
contributed £152 and 269 
garments during the past 
year. There is always a 
great need for warm clothing 
and an ever-increasing 
number of requests for 
grants towards school 
uniforms. If you feel you 
could help by giving two new 
garments and 50p each year 
to this cause would you 
please ring 0161 773 2690? 



The Piety Stall 
 

The stall at the back of 
church is there for your 
convenience, providing cards 
for various occasions, little 
mementoes and gifts, the 
Catholic newspapers, etc., 
etc. Why not have a look 
today? You might have a 
pleasant surprise! 
 

Budapest 2020 
The International Eucharistic 
Congress will be held in 
Budapest 13-20 September 
this year. Thirteen people 
from this parish have so far 
registered an interest in 
going. If you would like to 
join, or want more 
information, please see Fr 
Allen.  

 
Caring for Our Planet: 

A Thought for February 
 
A parishioner offers this 
thought:  Many people will 
have heard of Veganuary – 
adopting a plant-based diet 
for the month of January – 
but what about cutting the 
amount of meat we eat 
throughout the year? 
 
The production of meat and 
dairy products can have a 
high carbon footprint so 
reducing the amount that we 
consume can have a positive 
impact on the environment. 
Also, feeding grain to 
animals produces far fewer 
meals for people than 
cooking the grain directly. 
How about having two plant-
based evening meals a 
week? 
Make your chilli with beans 
and vegetables instead of 
mince. 
Use chick peas and 
vegetables in your curry 
instead of meat. 
Substitute lentils for meat in 
shepherd’s pie. 
Good luck with exploring new 
recipes!  

 

Deanery/Diocese 
 

Living the Sunday 
Eucharist: The Collect, 

or Opening Prayer 
 

The opening prayer of the 
Mass, the “Collect”, is about 
gathering our thoughts.  
 
We have already done quite 
a lot – getting to Church, 
greeting each other and the 
Lord, joining together in 
hymns and penitence and 
praise – but now we stop for 
a moment. As with the 
Penitential Act we talked 
about a couple of weeks ago, 
the silence we are given is as 
important as the words we 
say.  
 
The priest says, “Let us 
pray”, and then there should 
be silence – a silence long 
enough for us to “gather our 
thoughts”. These might be 
the intentions we have 
brought to Mass, or things we 
have just heard as we 
greeted fellow parishioners, 
or even something that 
occurred to us during the 
Penitential Act or Gloria.  
This opening prayer in the 
Mass is called the “Collect”. It 
collects or gathers up the 
prayers and intentions of all 
present. The priest sums up 
our thoughts and prayers 
with some formal words: 
listen to them, and you will 
see a pattern: first, we praise 
God, perhaps mentioning 
some attribute; then there is 
a petition, asking for 
something, and then a result, 
keyed by the word “that”. 
Some of the Collects in the 
Missal are very ancient, 
going back to the time of 
Pope Leo the Great. As well 
as their role in the Mass, they 
are a wonderful inspiration 
for prayer and reflection, and 
repay patient and careful 
reading. 

 

‘The Richness of Many 
Years’ 

 
“There is not only the past, 
as if, for the elderly, there 
were only a life behind 
them... No. The Lord can 
and wants to write with them 
also new pages, pages of 
holiness, of service, of 
prayer... Today I would like 
to tell you that the elderly 
are also the present and the 
future of the Church. ... This 
is why it is so important that 
the elderly and the young 
speak to each other, it is so 
important. 
 
“The prophecy of the elderly 
is fulfilled when the light of 
the Gospel enters fully into 
their lives; when, like 
Simeon and Anne, they take 
Jesus in their arms and 
announce the revolution of 
tenderness, the Good News 
of He Who came into the 
world to bring the light of the 
Father... Old age is not an 
illness, it is a privilege!  
 
“God has a large population 
of grandparents throughout 
the world. Nowadays, in 
secularized societies in 
many countries, current 
generations of parents do 
not have, for the most part, 
the Christian formation and 
living faith that grandparents 
can pass on to their 
grandchildren. They are the 
indispensable link in 
educating children and 
young people in the faith. 
We must get used to 
including them in our 
pastoral horizons and to 
considering them, as one of 
the vital components of our 
communities. They can be 
actors in a pastoral 
evangelizing ministry, 
privileged witnesses of 
God’s faithful love.” 
 
(Pope Francis, 31/1/2020) 


